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Outcome of the Seventh Meeting of the  
Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices  

(AGRI 7-2019) 

Introduction  
0.1 The Seventh Meeting of the HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (AGRI 7-2019) 
was held in St. Petersburg, Russia, on 19-20 March 2019, upon invitation by the State Company “Mineral”. 

0.2 The Meeting was attended by all HELCOM Contracting Parties except for European Union, Latvia 
and Lithuania, as well as by Observers from the Baltic Farmers’ Forum for Environment (BFFE) and Coalition 
Clean Baltic (CCB) (Annex 1), the Chair of Pressure Working Group and invited guest from the Finnish 
Environment Institute. 

0.3 The Meeting was moderated by the Secretariat. 

0.4 Director Alexey Trifanov, the State Institute for Engineering and Environmental Problems in 
Agricultural Production - Branch of Federal State Budgetary Scientific Institution “Federal Scientific 
Agroengineering Center VIM”, welcomed the participants to St. Petersburg. 

0.5 Mr. Dmitry Frank-Kamenetsky, Professional Secretary and Ms. Susanna Kaasinen, Project 
Manager at the HELCOM Secretariat, acted as secretaries of the Meeting. 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

Documents: 1-1, 1-2 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the agenda as contained in document 1-1 with the proposed change to 
remove Agenda Item 2 Election of Chair and postpone this item to the next meeting of the Agri group. The 
Meeting agreed that the Secretariat will moderate the meeting. 

Agenda Item 2  Matters arising from other HELCOM work of relevance for the Group 

Documents: 3-1, 3-2 

2.1 The Meeting took note of the information on the outcomes of recent HELCOM meetings of 
relevance for the Agri group (document 3-1). 

2.2 The Meeting took note of the PLC-6 background information report final draft (document 3-2). 

2.3 The Meeting welcomed the report which provides relevant information and suggested to 
improve scaling of graphs for better data visibility and comparability.  

2.4 The Meeting took note of the comment by Denmark that the Danish data in figure 19 should 
be corrected. 

2.5 The Meeting suggested also to include information on forest works to the background report 
for the PLC-7 project. 

2.6 The Meeting suggested to specify which other types of livestock are included in the 
background report for the PLC-7 project.  

2.7 The Meeting invited national representatives to inform the PLC group and the Secretariat 
(Dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi) by 2 April 2019 of the needed corrections or contact national 
representatives to inform PRESSURE 10-2019.  
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Agenda Item 3  Update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 

Documents: 4-1, 4-2, 4-3, 4-4 

3.1 The Meeting recalled that HOD 54-2018 approved a strategic plan for the BSAP update which 
outlines the overall timetable and phases of the update process. 

3.2 The Meeting took note of the work plan for the BSAP update that sets the detailed steps and 
timing of activities (document 4-1) 

3.3 The Meeting took note of the agreed HELCOM actions from BSAP and Ministerial Declarations 
2010 and 2013 related to the Agri group and their implementation status.  

3.4 The Meeting took note that the document 4-1-Att1 does not contain information reported in 
2018 due to the different interpretation of some of the actions by Contracting Parties and that there is a 
need to find common understanding for the criteria of accomplishment of actions before reporting in 2020. 

3.5 The Meeting reflected on the HELCOM actions related to the Agri group as outlined in Annex 2. 

3.6 The Meeting recalled that there is a formal procedure for removing HELCOM hot spots from the 
JPC list. The Meeting pointed out that, for the sake of clarity, when considering actions for the update of 
BSAP the term hot spots should only refer to the official HELCOM list of hot spots. 

3.7 The Meeting considered the actions that were previously deemed too general for follow-up 
(document 4-1-att1) and suggested on their follow-up as included in Annex 2. 

3.8 The Meeting took note that HOD 55-2018 agreed that the Agri Group will not report on HELCOM 
Recommendation 24/3 which is currently under revision in the group and also covered by the provisions of 
Annex III part II of the Helsinki Convention. 

3.9 The Meeting took note that there are already plans to implement the commitments of the 2018 
Ministerial Declaration related to the Agri group as indicated in the document 4-1. 

3.10 The Meeting took note that the HELCOM coordinated ACTION project which is co-financed by 
the EU, and the ad hoc HELCOM platform for analysing sufficiency of measures to reach good environmental 
status in the Baltic Sea (SOM Platform) will support the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan (document 4-2). 

3.11 The Meeting took note of the inception report of the HELCOM ACTION project (document 4-3). 

3.12 The Meeting took note of the questionnaire on effectiveness of measures to reduce nutrient 
inputs that is being jointly drafted by PLC-7 project and HELCOM ACTION project (document 4-4). 

3.13 The Meeting discussed the questionnaire and pointed out that some countries operate by 
concentrations to evaluate effect of measures on diffuse sources but not loads. 

3.14 The Meeting suggested to include three columns in the questionnaire: measures taken, 
measures to have their effect in the future and measures to be taken in the future. 

3.15 The Meeting pointed out that all EU countries are obliged to make evaluations on the effect of 
programmes of measures which could be used for the questionnaire, but the effect of future measures is 
difficult to report. 

3.16 The Meeting suggested to review the list of suggested agri-environmental measures in the 
questionnaire e.g. by utilizing the HELCOM palette of measures.  

3.17 The Meeting clarified that measures that have been politically agreed for the future years can 
be reported for measures to be taken in the future. 

3.18 The Meeting took note that for some countries there is currently no common approach to 
identify the effect of measures and that international cooperation is needed to assist countries to provide 
consistent data. 
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Agenda Item 4  Revision of part 2 of Annex III of the Helsinki Convention 

Documents: 5-1, 5-2, 5-3, 5-4, 5-5, 5-6, 5-7, 5-8, 5-9 

4.1 The Meeting recalled that the Agri group agreed in AGRI 6-2018 Meeting to form a drafting 
group to carry out the revision of the annex and share the work between four lead countries as follows:  

- Glossary of terms, Denmark;  

- Regulation 2 item 3 “Manure storage”, Poland;  

- Regulation 2 item 6 “Application of organic manures”, Germany;  

- Regulation 2 Item 7 “Application rates for nutrients” only starting from the sentence “The amount 
of livestock manure applied to the land each year…”, Poland;  

- New paragraph on nutrient recycling based on the outcome of MM 2018, Finland. 

4.2 The Meeting further recalled that first drafts of Regulation 2 items 3, 6 and 7 and the new 
paragraph on nutrient recycling were discussed in drafting group meetings and in AGRI 6a-2018 Meeting on 
8 November 2018. 

4.3 The Meeting took note of the suggestion to draft a “list of relevant definitions” instead of a 
“glossary of terms”. 

4.4 The Meeting took note of the draft new paragraph on nutrient recycling by Finland (document 
5-3).  

4.5 The Meeting took note of the comments to the draft paragraph by EU (document 5-6) and Latvia 
(document 5-9). 

4.6 The Meeting took note of the concerns expressed by Poland that the draft doesn’t provide clear 
message which would encourage farmers to use livestock manure first and mineral fertilisers only as a second 
step, as the point referring to livestock manure transportation - in the opinion by Poland - doesn’t cover the 
problem fully. 

4.7 The Meeting discussed the proposed draft and agreed in general on the new paragraph as 
included in Annex 3 pending the study reservation by Poland on the two alternative proposals of the 4th bullet 
point. The Meeting invited Poland to clarify their study reservation to the Secretariat 
(susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi) by 31 March 2019 or provide an alternative text for the bullet point to be 
discussed at the dedicated online meeting.  

4.8 The Meeting took note of the draft Regulation 2 item 6 of the Annex III part II by Germany 
(document 5-4). 

4.9 The Meeting took note of the comment to the suggested draft by EU (document 5-7). 

4.10 The Meeting discussed the proposed draft and agreed on the text as included in Annex 4.  

4.11 The Meeting pointed out that the term organic fertilizer needs to be defined in the glossary of 
terms. 

4.12 The Meeting took note of the draft new Regulation 2 item 3 of Annex III part II by lead country 
Poland (document 5-2). 

4.13 The Meeting took note of the comments to the suggested draft by EU (document 5-5).   

4.14 The Meeting discussed the issue to keep the provision of at least 6 months storage capacity in 
the text. 

4.15 The Meeting took note of the view by Finland that the revision should be progressive considering 
future needs and goals and not only adapting to present conditions in the countries. This could be reflected 
in the revision by broadening the Annex provisions to include also other organic fertilizers than manure.  
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4.16 The Meeting took note of the comment by Denmark that taking into account also organic 
fertilizers would strengthen the annex since it would introduce regulation for storing these fertilisers in a 
proper way.  

4.17 The Meeting took note of the position by Poland that broadening the scope of the Annex 
Regulation 2 item 3 to include other organic fertilisers than manure is problematic. 

4.18 The Meeting took note of the comment by Poland that 6 months’ storage capacity should 
address livestock producers, not agricultural entities that acquire livestock manure from external sources, 
for those entities, storage capacity should be calculated according to the amount of manure acquired. 

4.19 The Meeting took note of the position by Poland that it should be clarified that manure storage 
covering is seen as a good practice and not as a compulsory requirement for farmers. 

4.20 The Meeting took note of the position by BFFE that also organic fertilizer products should be 
considered in Regulation 2 Item 3. 

4.21 The Meeting took note of the suggestion by CCB to reformulate the first paragraph of the Item 
3 as “Manure should be stored in accordance with best available techniques”. 

4.22 The Meeting discussed the draft and agreed on the first three paragraphs as included in Annex 
5. The Meeting also agreed to continue discussion on the remaining text at the dedicated session. 

4.23 The Meeting took note of the draft new Regulation 2 Item 7 of Annex III part II by lead country 
Poland (document 5-2) and the comments provided by EU, Latvia and CCB (documents 5-1, 5-5, 5-8 and 5-9) 
and agreed to consider them at the dedicated online meeting. 

4.24 The Meeting agreed to organize a dedicated online meeting of the Agri group to further discuss 
Regulation 2 Items 3 and 7 and invited the Secretariat to make a Doodle poll to find a suitable time on the 
first week of April. 

Agenda Item 5  Development of national guidelines or standards for nutrient content in manure  

Documents: 6-1, 2-2 

5.1 The Meeting took note of the activities in the regional project “Advanced manure standards 
for sustainable nutrient management and reduced emissions” (document 6-2). 

5.2 The Meeting took note of the new version of the draft HELCOM Recommendation on the use 
of national manure standards that had been developed as part of the Manure Standards project (document 
6-1). 

5.3 The Meeting pointed out that regarding bullet point b. it should be taken into account that as 
part of the review of the EU common agricultural policy a new app on nutrient accounting is being 
developed. 

5.4 The Meeting invited the Secretariat to look into the other HELCOM recommendations which 
might be superseded by the HELCOM Recommendation on the use of national manure standards. 

5.5 The Meeting provided comments (document 6-1-Rev.1), supported in general the draft 
recommendation and invited the Manure Standard project to develop it further with the goal to submit it 
to AGRI 8-2018 for endorsement. 

Agenda Item 6  Nutrient recycling 

Documents: 7-1, 7-2, 7-3 

6.1 The Meeting recalled that the HELCOM Workshop on regional nutrient recycling strategy was 
organized by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of Poland and HELCOM in cooperation with 
the European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region Policy Area Nutri on 7 November 2018 in Warsaw, 
Poland. The workshop participants discussed a draft vision for the Baltic Sea regional nutrient recycling 
strategy and suggested possible objectives for the strategy. 
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6.2 The Meeting took note of the draft vision and list of draft objectives and sub-objectives that was 
compiled by lead country Finland and the Secretariat based on the suggestions in the workshop and was 
discussed in a drafting group meeting on 29 January 2019 (document 7-1). 

6.3 The Meeting discussed the draft objectives and agreed on them as in document 7-1-Rev.1. 

6.4 The Meeting agreed to submit the draft vision and objectives to HOD 56-2019 after commenting 
by Pressure Working Group. 

6.5 The Meeting agreed to organize a workshop on nutrient recycling measures, preferably in 
January 2020 in Helsinki. The Meeting took note that project platforms SuMaNu and BSRWater are invited 
to contribute to the workshop. 

6.6 The Meeting recalled that the Agri group initiated in AGRI 4-2017 meeting the compilation of 
information on the nutrient flows and potential of their reuse in the Baltic Sea region and that AGRI 5-2017 
and AGRI 6-2018 took note of the information on nutrient flows in Finland, Germany, Latvia, Poland and 
Sweden. 

6.7 The Meeting took note that since AGRI 6-2018 updated information has been submitted by 
Poland (document 7-3). 

6.8 The Meeting took note that Pressure Working Group agreed to start reporting on the use of 
sewage sludge in the region stipulated by HELCOM Recommendation 38/1 on sewage sludge handling. 
PRESSURE 7-2017 Meeting approved extended reporting format for the first round of reporting which is to 
be done in 2019 utilizing data from 2018. The reporting includes information the volumes of produced 
sewage sludge, content of nutrients, processing and utilization. The reporting does not foresee subdivision 
of the information per national administrative unite but only national summary reporting except countries 
which are partly located within the BS catchment area. 

6.9 The Meeting agreed that the data on mapping nutrients flows should be used as a background 
for the nutrient recycling strategy and planning measures. The Meeting also agreed that a disclaimer need to 
be added for the countries that only have a part of their area in the Baltic Sea catchment area. 

6.10 The Meeting took note that with the disclaimer for Denmark national data e.g. from EUROSTAT 
can be used. 

6.11 The Meeting invited the countries to report the missing data and suggested to use the 
EUROSTAT data for the countries that have not reported. The Meeting agreed to aim at compiling an analysis 
for the workshop on nutrient recycling measures.  

6.12 The Meeting took note that a project proposal “Sustainable manure and nutrient management 
for reduction of nutrient loss in the Baltic Sea Region” (SUMANU) has received financing from the Interreg 
Baltic Sea Region project platform call and will support the elaborating of the nutrient recycling strategy. 

6.13 The Meeting recalled that AGRI 6-2018 suggested to update the report “Status of nutrient 
bookkeeping in the Baltic Sea countries” published by German Environment Agency and HELCOM in 2015 
and that Contracting Parties were invited to review national sections in the report and submit updated 
information to AGRI 7-2019. 

6.14 The Meeting suggested to keep the report as it is and not update it at this time taking into 
account that the new period of the common agricultural policy might bring needs for update. 

Agenda Item 7  Transfer of knowledge and technology and exchange of good examples 

8.1  Innovative water management 

Documents: 8.1-1, 8.1-2 

7.1 The Meeting recalled that the AGRI 5-2017 Meeting considered the role of HELCOM AGRI group 
as a platform for regional dialogue on innovative water management solutions in rural areas in relation with 
the WATERDRIVE project initiative and decided that Agri group would like to serve as a communication 
platform for the innovative water management solutions. 

http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/Status%20of%20nutrient%20bookkeeping%20in%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20countries.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/Status%20of%20nutrient%20bookkeeping%20in%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20countries.pdf
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7.2 The Meeting took note that WATERDRIVE project has received financing from Interreg Baltic Sea 
Region programme and also took note of the information on the project and its kick-off event (document 
8.1-1). 

7.3 The Meeting took note that the project “Development of sustainable peatland management by 
re-wetting and paludiculture for nutrient retention in the Neman river catchment” (DESIRE), which was 
presented in AGRI 6-2018 Meeting, has also received financing from Interreg Baltic Sea Region Programme. 

7.4 The Meeting took note of the concept of a workshop with River Basin Management Authorities 
(document 8.1-2).  

7.5 The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to provide written comments to the concept to the 
Secretariat (susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi) by 3 April 2019.  

7.6 The Meeting pointed out that the suggested dates conflict with the tentative meeting in the 
nitrates committee on 20 September 2019. 

8.2 Best available technology in animal farming 

Documents: none 

7.7 The Meeting recalled that the group acknowledged in AGRI 5-2017 that countries have different 
views AGRI 6-2018 agreed to organize a workshop on BAT and BEP for cattle in 2019. 

7.8 The Meeting postponed the consideration on the workshop to AGRI 8-2019. 

8.3 National measures to mitigate atmospheric emissions from agriculture 

Documents: none 

7.9 The Meeting recalled that AGRI 5-2017 agreed that the terminology and definitions used in the 
HELCOM Recommendation 24/3 “Measures aimed at the reduction of emissions and discharges from 
agriculture”, adopted in 2003, are unclear and do not correspond to the current state of knowledge and 
legal requirements. AGRI 5-2017 also agreed that the Recommendation 24/3 is outdated and requires 
revision. 

7.10 The Meeting also recalled that the Agri group decided in AGRI 6-2018 Meeting that an 
overview of the ongoing activities to mitigate ammonia emissions in the countries will be made as a first 
step of the revision. 

7.11 The Meeting took note of the Overview of measures to mitigate ammonia emissions 
(document 8.3-1) and suggested to postpone the discussion on the document and the revision of the 
recommendation to the next meeting of the group. 

Agenda Item 8  Future work 

Documents: 9-1 

8.1 The Meeting recalled that Heads of Delegation (HOD 54-2018) decided to prolong the mandate 
of the Agri group until 2022, to cover the period of updating the Baltic Sea Action Plan and approved the 
group’s Work Plan for the period 2018-2019 (document 9-1). 

8.2 The Meeting agreed that the next meeting of the group will be organized in the week 4-8 
November 2019. The Contracting Parties are invited to consider hosting AGRI 8-2019 and inform the 
Secretariat by the planned dedicated online meeting. 

Agenda Item 9  Any other business 

Documents: 10-1-Rev.1, 10-2 

9.1 The Meeting took note of the information on gypsum amendment of fields as a water protection 
measure in agriculture (document 10-2, presentation 1). The Meeting welcomed the information that the 

mailto:susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi


AGRI 7-2019, Outcome 
 

 

 Page 8 of 16  
 

project has travel funds available to present the results abroad upon invitation by Contracting Parties to 
catalyze relevant research in these countries. 

9.2 The Meeting took note that Finland has launched a new water protection programme with the 
goal to enforce agri-environmental measures and test new water protection measures. The programme 
duration is three years with a budget of 45 million euros. The programme will be led by the former Chair of 
Agri group Ms. Tarja Haaranen. 25 million euros will be used on implementing agri-environmental measures 
including gypsum application in the catchment area of the Archipelago Sea. The programme will also include 
a large-scale research programme to test structure liming and structure fibres. 

9.3 The Meeting took note that in Sweden structure liming is a method that is used to mitigate 
phosphorus losses from clay soils. 

9.4 The Meeting took note of the information by CCB that the Greener Agriculture for a Sustainable 
Baltic Sea is planned for November 2019. 

9.5 The Meeting took note of the information by CCB that the Baltic Sea Farmer of the Year Award 
2019 has been launched and is coordinated by the WWF BEP with a support of CCB for participation of Belarus 
and Ukrainian farmers. 

9.6 The Meeting checked and updated the list of contact addresses and observers of the Agri group 
(document 10-1-Rev.1). 

Agenda Item 10  Outcome of the Meeting 

Documents:  11-1 

10.1 The Meeting adopted the draft Outcome of AGRI 7-2019 as contained in document 11-1. 

10.2 The Outcome of the Meeting was finalized by the Secretariat and made available in the HELCOM 
Meeting Portal together with the documents and presentation given during the Meeting. 
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Name Representing Organization Email address  
Wibke Christel Denmark Ministry of Environment and Food of Denmark wibch@mfvm.dk 
Merje Põlma Estonia Ministry of Rural Affairs merje.polma@agri.ee 
Sonja Pyykkönen Finland Ministry of the Environment sonja.pyykkonen@ym.fi 
Marja-Liisa Tapio-Biström Finland Ministry of Agriculture and forestry marja-liisa.tapio-bistrom@mmm.fi 
Katrin Kuka Germany Julius-Kuehn-Institute katrin.kuka@julius-kuehn.de 
Andrzej Podscianski Poland Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development andrzej.podscianski@minrol.gov.pl 
Monika Zabrzeńska-Chaterera Poland Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development Monika.Zabrzenska-

Chaterera@minrol.gov.pl 
Piotr Skowron Poland Institute of Soil Science and Plant Cultivation pskowron@iung.pulawy.pl 
Tamara Jadczyszyn Poland Institute of Soil Science and Plant Cultivation tj@iung.pulawy.pl 
Vladislav Minin Russia State Institute for Engineering and Environmental 

Problems in Agricultural Production - Branch of Federal 
State Budgetary Scientific Institution “Federal Scientific 
Agroengineering Center VIM” 

minin.iamfe@mail.ru 

Eduard Vasilev  Russia State Institute for Engineering and Environmental 
Problems in Agricultural Production - Branch of Federal 
State Budgetary Scientific Institution “Federal Scientific 
Agroengineering Center VIM” 

sznii6@yandex.ru 

Natalia Oblomkova Russia State Institute for Engineering and Environmental 
Problems in Agricultural Production - Branch of Federal 
State Budgetary Scientific Institution “Federal Scientific 
Agroengineering Center VIM” 

oblomkovan@gmail.com 

Ann Kristin Eriksson Sweden Swedish Board of Agriculture AnnKristin.Eriksson@jordbruksverket.se 
Lars Sonesten Chair of PRESSURE Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences Lars.Sonesten@slu.se 
Airi Kulmala HELCOM Observer Baltic Farmers' Forum on Environment BFFE airi.kulmala@mtk.fi 
Mikhail Durkin HELCOM Observer Coalition Clean Baltic mikhail.durkin@ccb.se 
Petri Ekholm Invited guest Finnish Environment Institute petri.ekholm@environment.fi 
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Annex 2. Update of Baltic Sea Action Plan 
 
Accomplishment of agreed actions 
The Meeting suggested to make the following clarifications and specifications regarding the joint and 
national actions related to the Agri group. 

Joint actions 

Action Suggested procedure, clarification or criteria 
Establishment of a list of hot spots concerning 
animal farms for intensive rearing of cattle, poultry 
and pigs not in compliance with part 2, Annex III of 
the Helsinki Convention 

The group reiterated the suggestion by AGRI 4-2017 
to exclude this action from the follow-up due to the 
following reasons: 
-following up individual farms throughout the region 
is too resource demanding; 
-criteria for identification of the hot spots have not 
been set;  
-Part 2 of Annex III is currently under revision. 
However, the group suggested to consider inclusion 
of action to the updated BSAP in modified form with 
a new focus. The modified action could take into 
account that for the EU countries the Industrial 
Emissions Directive sets requirements for large pig 
and poultry farms but does not include cattle farms.  

Review and update part II of Annex III of the Helsinki 
Convention, in order to better serve the purposes of 
reaching good environmental status (GES) 

The revision is ongoing and thus this action is still 
partly accomplished 

Develop guidelines/recommendation on the use of 
standards for nutrient content in manure 

The development of the recommendation is ongoing 
and thus this action is still partly accomplished 

 

National actions 

Action Suggested procedure, clarification or criteria 
Measures to bring all installations for the intensive 
rearing of cattle, poultry and pigs as well as other 
agricultural activities in compliance with part 2, 
Annex III of the Helsinki Convention (and thus 
remove all agricultural hot spots from the JCP list 
 

The group suggested to remove this action from the 
follow up to avoid double reporting since the action 
is overlapping with two other actions regarding 
implementation of Annex III part II and removing hot 
spots.  

Apply as a minimum the updated EU’s BREF 
document and Conclusions on BAT for intensive 
rearing of poultry and pigs, especially for the 
facilities located within areas critical to nutrient 
losses 

EU BREF has been released and Russia has 
introduced legislation on BAT. In the reporting, it 
should be taken into account that the action does 
not refer only to areas critical to nitrogen losses but 
also phosphorus. 

Revised palette of measures for reducing 
phosphorus and nitrogen losses from agriculture. 
Optional agro-environmental measures to be 
implemented through corresponding international 
and national instruments 

The group has made a compilation of the 
implementation of palette of measures and 
discussed it in AGRI 5-2017 and AGRI 6-2018. The 
compilation can be used for reporting. The revision 
of the palette of measures could be considered as 
an action to the updated BSAP. 

Establish national guidelines or standards for 
nutrient content in manure with the view to fully 
utilize nutrient content of manure in fertilization 
practices and to avoid overfertilization 

The group suggested that the Manure Standards 
project will make an overview on the 
implementation of this action for consideration by 
AGRI 8-2019. The group acknowledged that it is 
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even more important to implement the standards 
than to establish them and suggested that 
implementing the standards could be an action to 
updated BSAP. 

Aim for elimination of remaining [agriculture] Hot 
Spots under the HELCOM JCP 

There is an established procedure in place to report 
on this action to Pressure WG. Agri group could 
provide support in evaluating suggestions to remove 
agricultural hot spots. 

Implement and enforce the provisions of part 2 of 
Annex III "Prevention of pollution from agriculture" 
of the 1992 Helsinki Convention 

The Meeting suggested to clarify that all the 
regulations and items in the Annex need to be 
implemented and should be reflected individually in 
the reporting in 2020. The Meeting clarified also 
that the reporting is likely to be done on the current 
annex since the revision is still ongoing. 

Enhance the recycling of phosphorus (especially in 
agriculture and wastewater treatment) and to 
promote development of appropriate methodology 

The following criterion for accomplishment of this 
action was suggested: existing national strategy or 
other national policy setting a target for P recycling 
and a target year to achieve it. Targets could include 
substitution of mineral fertilizers or use of P from 
waste water sector etc. 

Agreement on national level on measures to reduce 
nutrient surplus in fertilization practices to reach 
nutrient balanced fertilization 

The following criterion for accomplishment of this 
action was suggested: existing national policies 
setting targets to reduce nutrient surpluses and/or 
nutrient losses, possibly with link to water quality.  
The Meeting suggested to reformulate the action to 
the updated BSAP to focus on reducing nutrient 
losses. 

Promote and advance towards applying annual 
nutrient accounting at farm level, taking into 
account soil and climate conditions, in areas critical 
to nutrient losses as a first step and with an aim to 
apply it region-wise 

The following criteria for accomplishment of this 
action were suggested: existing national guidelines 
on nutrient accounting (fertilization planning and/or 
nutrient balances) of both nitrogen and phosphorus 
as a minimum (as more advanced systems might be 
also established) 

 

Actions previously deemed too general for follow-up 
 

The Meeting made the following suggestions regarding agreed actions previously deemed too 
general for follow-up. 

Action Suggested procedure 
Designation of relevant parts of agricultural land as 
zones vulnerable to nitrogen 

The action is already accomplished by EU countries 
but could still be relevant for Russia. The action 
could be reformulated and considered for the 
updated BSAP. 

Follow-up and exchange experiences and ideas for 
potential development of policy instruments and 
measures for improved farm nutrient management 

This is an ongoing action in the group and does not 
require follow-up. 

Make use of appropriate policy and economic 
instruments as well as economic levies and 
incentives, in order to minimize nutrient losses in 
agriculture and thus contribute to keeping the 
nutrient inputs to the Baltic Sea below the 
Maximum Allowable Inputs 

This is an important tool to advance the 
implementation of agri-environmental measures. 
The action should be made more precise and could 
be considered in the updated BSAP if it would be 
reformulated. 



AGRI 7-2019, Outcome 
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Apply innovative water management measures, in 
particular under difficult soil conditions, to ensure 
that upgrading and renovation of the agricultural 
drainage systems aim at reducing nutrient 
concentrations in the outlets of the adjacent 
catchment 

The action could be considered to include in the 
updated BSAP and taking into account the results of 
the WATERDRIVE project. 
 

Facilitate enhanced transfer of knowledge and 
technology and exchange of good examples as well 
as development of co-operation projects to reduce 
agricultural impact on the Baltic Sea 

This is an ongoing action in the group and does not 
require follow-up. 

 



AGRI 7-2019, Outcome 
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Annex 3. Draft new paragraph on nutrient recycling 
 

In order to reduce nutrient loss to the Baltic Sea and achieve nutrient saving, efficient use of nutrient 
resources in agriculture and recovery of nutrients from various flows in society back to agriculture, 
countries are encouraged to design nutrient recycling strategies, which should include: 

• providing current region-specific information about production of nutrient rich biomasses, 
especially livestock manure and sewage sludge; 

• providing current region-specific information of the nutrient status of fields, and national 
soil maps particularly in regard to phosphorus; 

• encouraging close cooperation between livestock and crop producers to use nutrients 
efficiently and to secure soil fertility; 

• [transporting nutrients from regions with high surplus in order to replace mineral fertilizers 
in other regions within the given application limits;/ 

• promoting replacement of mineral fertilizers by nutrients transported from other areas with 
high surplus, respecting the given fertilization limits;] 

• developing actions for improved recycled fertilizer production, including information of 
product safety, production technologies and logistical solutions. 

 
Poland has a study reservation on the two alternative paragraphs in brackets. 



AGRI 7-2019, Outcome 
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Annex 4. Draft Regulation 2 item 6 
 

Application of organic fertilisers and organic residual materials  

Organic fertilisers and organic residual materials are valuable sources of nitrogen, phosphorous, 
potassium and organic carbon which are required for the replenishment of nutrients and humus in 
soil.  

In addition to the amount of these nutrients, amounts of harmful substances, phyto-/ bioavailability 
and mineralisation rate of different organic fertilizers types should also be considered in order to 
ensure the optimal supply of the plants and to avoid eutrophication and contamination.  

In order to facilitate high utilization efficiency, the best available application technique should be 
used, depending on the type of fertilizer, crop and location characteristics.  

Organic fertilisers and organic residual materials should be incorporated as soon as possible after 
spreading and always in case of application on bare soils.  

The nutrients should be available to the plants during the growing season taking into account the 
turnover rate of different fertilizers. If soils are frozen, water saturated, flooded or covered with 
snow no application of organic fertilisers and organic residual materials is permitted. Further periods 
with high risk of leaching shall be defined when no application is accepted. 
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Annex 5. draft Regulation 2 item 3 – first three paragraphs 
 

Construction of Livestock Manure Storage 

Livestock manures must be stored in environmentally friendly way and should be handled in such a 
way that it promotes as high utilisation efficiency as possible. Co-operation among farmers in the use 
of livestock manures has to be encouraged. 

Storage capacity shall be at least 6 months and sufficiently large to store livestock manures that 
accumulate during the longest period when land application is prohibited. Livestock manure 
processing, and/or transfer to other farms for immediate application or for sufficient storage when 
land application is prohibited, may be taken into account when required capacity is determined. 

Livestock manure storage facilities should be constructed and regularly inspected to safeguard against 
spillages and be of such a quality that prevents losses. With regard to different types of livestock 
manures, the following principles should be considered: 

• solid livestock manure should be stored in places with watertight floor and side walls; 
• liquid livestock manure should be stored in containers whose bottoms and walls are made of 

material impermeable to moisture and resistant to impacts of livestock manure handling 
operations; 

manure storages should preferably be covered to prevent emissions.  
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